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“Butterflies of the Malay Peninsula” is a classic great book by Corbet & Pendlebury.
When I was a student more than 40 years ago, I used the third edition of this book,
revised by John N. Eliot, to study the lycaenid butterflies. This time, the revised version
(5th edition) has been published, so I would like to introduce it.

The author George Michael van der Poorten and his collaborator (wife) Nancy are also
the authors of “The Butterfly Fauna of Sri Lanka”. This book was introduced by
Yadoriga in issue 249 (2016), but each book contains a lot of information based on the

authors’ field research.

“Butterflies of the Malay Peninsula” 5th Edition" published this time updates new
information on the distribution, life history, and larval host plants of 1,051 species that
have been reliably recorded from the Malay Peninsula and Singapore. In addition, their
classifications have been reviewed according to the recent system, the keys have been
updated, and the text covers 492 pages. In addition, some of the layout and illustrations
have been modernized to make it very easy to see. The line drawings of the wing
venation and genitalia are the same as the old version, but some have been redrawn for
clarity; 6 plates with 30 species of immature photographs have been added; 132 pages
of color plates have been renewed showing the upperside and underside of both males
and females. Initially, it was planned to use the photos of the 4th edition, but most of

them were retaken.

This book consists of 16 chapters, and the outline of the chapters follows the old
version. In Chapter 1, the classification of the swallowtail butterfly, the external
morphology of adults, etc. are explained, and as for the phylogenetic relationship, the
recent hypothesis that the Hesperiidae and Hedylidae are monophyletic is shown.
Chapter 2 introduces the life history of butterflies, morphology of eggs, larvae, pupae,
and adults, host plants, natural enemies, etc., and Chapter 3 briefly introduces the
International Code of Zoological Nomenclature, scientific names, and individual
variations. Chapter 4 explains the geographical distribution of butterflies in the Malay
Peninsula, distribution patterns by family, and zoning by vegetation on the Malay
Peninsula. Chapter 5 briefly describes wing polymorphisms, variations, and mimicry.
Chapter 6 describes the distribution and species concept of butterflies on the Malay
Peninsula, and Chapter 7 briefly describes butterfly populations, sex ratios, and the
effects of Wolbachia. Chapter § details the history of butterfly studies in the Malay



Peninsula, and Chapter 9 shows collection methods, specimen preparation and
maintenance. Chapter 10 shows important traits for classification, and Chapters 11 to 16

explain each family and species in detail.

In addition, as an appendix, A. Malay Peninsula butterfly checklist, B. Species omitted
from the checklist, C. Species with questionable records, D. Endemic species and
species new to the checklist, E. Taxonomic and distribution notes, F. Census of species
and subspecies from the Malay Peninsula, G. In addition to the larval food plants, it
contains a wide range of references, indexes of scientific names and English names, and

drawings of genitalia.

The checklist, as in the previous edition, shows the scientific name and major synonyms
of each species, distribution within the Malay Peninsula, and species correspondence to
“The butterflies of West Malaysia and Singapore” by Fleming (1983). As Fleming's
illustrated books are compact and easy to see, I used them as a handbook when I was a
student. The plates of “Butterflies of the Malay Peninsula 5th Edition” issued this time
have a similar atmosphere to the Fleming’s plates in easy to see. In addition, the
unidentified Jamides yehi described by Eliot (1995) based on 1 male and Poritia
ibrahimi described by Eliot & Kirton (2000) based on 1 male (both of the family

Lycaenidae) are also illustrated in this book.

As mentioned above, this book contains a lot of the latest data on classification,
distribution and ecology, and it can be said that it is a must-see book when investigating
butterflies on the Malay Peninsula. Finally, though personal episode, when I was a
student I visited John Eliot, who revised the 3rd and 4th editions of this book, in a rural
mansion (300 years old!) near Wales in England. He really taught me a lot. He passed
away in 2003 and must be pleased with the publication of this book. I think it’s
wonderful that the masterpieces are updated and succeeded to the next generation. The
authors of this book also hope that this edition inspires the younger generation to pay
more attention to the unique the butterfly fauna of the Malay Peninsula and to work to
save it for future generations. This book is sold for US § 60 (excluding tax and
shipping).

(Toshiya Hirowatari)
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